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BE RHID PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
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RHID & BE DEF Research

MOD

CHOD

RHID

Royal Military 
Academy

Defence
Laboratories

Queen Astrid
Military Hospital

BE Defence Staff

Management and coordination of 
the BE Defence R&T program

BE Defence research institutions

Website: https://www.defence-
institute.be/nl/home-pagina/

Scientific Committee

Board of Directors

https://www.defence-institute.be/
https://www.defence-institute.be/
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BE Research and Security Policy

Strategic vision for Defense (2016)

STAR-plan

Policy Declaration
Min Defensie (2022)

A gradual increase of the R&T 
contribution for security and defence to 
reach 2% of defence spending in 2030.

Strengthening the Scientific, 
Technological and Industrial Potential

”… knowledge centres in Belgium, 
companies in general and Belgian SME’s, 

….”

“….will flow back to society in the form 
of knowledge, technology and 

employment…”

5 boosters for Defence Research, 
Technology and Innovation

Belgian Defence
‘Research, Technology & 
Innovation Vision 2030’
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Belgian Defence ‘Research, Technology & Innovation Vision 2030’

From an internal scientific and technological research programme
to a research, technology and innovation policy

within a national and European context.

Structurally reinforce the 

Belgian Defence

R&T-capabilities

(Royal Military Academy,  Defence 

laboratories,

Military Hospital Queen Astrid)

Develop a broader 

knowledge and 

technological base

Stimulate and 

support collaborative 

research and 

development

(EDA, EDF, ESA, NATO)

Facilitate short-

cyclic innovation 

projects for 

Defence

Create local ecosystems 

for research,  

development and 

innovation
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Defence Scientific and Technological Research

Space
Technologies

Protection
of Personnel, 
Systems, and 
Infrastructure

Advanced
Systems and 

Platforms

Advanced
Military Health

Sustainable
Energy and 

Environment

Human Systems 
and Behaviour

Security and
Defence Policy

Communication
Technologies

Smart and 
Advanced
Materials

Cybersecurity

Sensor
Technologies

Autonomous
Systems and AI

5 Vectors12 Research Areas

BE Defence R&T 
capability

Broader knowledge 
base

Local Ecosystems

Innovation projects

Collaborative Research

DAP Data Acquisition and Processing
MSP Mobility, Systems, and Protection
HFM Human Factors and Medicine
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Funding Opportunities for defence related Research : 
Structurally reinforce the Belgian Defence R&T capabilities

Defence
Laboratories

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

20
2

1

20
2

2

20
2

3

20
2

4

74%

12%

8%

6%

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

20
21

20
2

2

20
2

3

20
24

Budget
8-14,6 M€

Studies
100→130

Researchers
105→145

 -

 2

 4

 6

 8

 10

 12

 14

 16

20
21

20
2

3

M
ill

io
n

s



7

What? First and only nationwide defence related research program, in collaboration with BELSPO

Purpose ? Development of a bigger (Belgian) defence related knowledge base and reinforce the Belgian Defence
Technological and Industrial Base (DTIB)

How? Annual thematic call for research community & industry based in Belgium in a « Triple Helix » approach
between government, industry and academia

Call for proposals in specific themes, R&T proposals up to TRL 6 with a 2-to-4-year duration

Budget: Yearly budget more than 10 Mio€ and increasing

POC : Karen.Pieters@mil.be
Information: themes, timing, rules and procedures : www.belspo.be/belspo/defra

Funding Opportunities for defence related Research : 
Broader knowledge : DEFence Research Action (DEFRA) 

mailto:Karen.Pieters@mil.be
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What? conduct research across all themes into social issues that are among the priorities of the Federal
Public Services (FPS) and the federal government

Purpose ? Policy-driven research priorities - specific need of the FPS - results to be specifically implemented by 
the FPS involved

How? Launch of a call every two years for research community based in Belgium

Call for proposals in specific themes, R&T proposals with a 1-4 years duration

Budget: Call 2024 : 10% funding by Defense, remaining funding by BELSPO

POC : Karen.Pieters@mil.be

Funding Opportunities for defence related Research : 
Broader Knowledge : Science4Policy

mailto:Karen.Pieters@mil.be
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What? Research in multilateral (NATO, EU, EDA,..) of bilateral context

Purpose ? Access to missing or specialised knowledge or expertise, generate critical mass to generate 
success and impact

How? currently focus on EDA Cat B and Belgian contribution Development projects EDF, NATO to a 
lesser extent 

Funding Opportunities for defence related Research : 
Collaborative Research

EDA launched ‘IdentiFunding’, an online tool that allows defencestakeholders to quickly identify
existing EU funding schemes available for their defence-related projects

See the European Funding Gateway for Defence: https://eda.europa.eu/eufunding

POC : Dirk.Wauman@mil.be and Sébastien.Sinaeve@mil.be

https://eda.europa.eu/eufunding
mailto:Dirk.Wauman@mil.be
mailto:Sébastien.Sinaeve@mil.be
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Funding Opportunities for defence related Research :
inno4def.be

Hackathons Share Your Idea

POC : Margo.Degreef@mil.be

mailto:Margo.Degreef@mil.be
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Funding Opportunities for defence related Research :
Ecosystems for research, development and innovation

• Ecosystem activities to create value

• Theme-oriented

• Development of long-term technology roadmaps

• Rollout 2024/2025

• Protection Critical Maritime Infrastructure

• Defence related Cyber

• Cap4Land

• Defence Related Space Applications

• POC : Steven.Lauwereys@mil.be

mailto:Steven.Lauwereys@mil.be
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ROYAL HIGHER 
INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE

Thank you

Contact : 
Director RSTD : John.Genouw@mil.be
Deputy Director RSTD : Karen.Pieters@mil.be

mailto:John.Genouw@mil.be
mailto:Karen.Pieters@mil.be
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